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Greeting
Musical Introit

*Call to Worship

Worship — 1% Sunday of Advent
Sunday, November 30, 2025

Leader: The night is long, and the shadows are deep.

People: But the light of Christ is coming.

Leader: We cry out, “O Lord, tear open the heavens and come down!”
People: And God answers with hope that will not fail. We wait in hope for the Lord.

*Lighting the Advent Wreath
Holy God, in this season of waiting and watching, we light this first candle as a sign of
our hope. When the night feels long and shadows fall, remind us that your promised light is
already breaking in. Awaken our hearts to trust your coming Kingdom, and make us people
who carry hope into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, come. Amen.

*Song of Praise
Affirmation of Faith
Gloria Patri

Children’s Time

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

Old Testament Lesson  Isaiah 63:7-10; 64:1-4

Mark 13:24-27; 31-37 (see addendum below)
Leader: The Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Lesson

Song of Reflection
Sermon

Song of Response

UMH 211 (v. 1, 3)

UMH 881

Doug Bischoff
“Hope In The Dark” Rev. Amanda McMurtrey
“Emmanuel, Emmanuel” UMH 204 (twice)
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Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer

The Lord's Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the

glory forever. Amen.
Giving Praise to God For Our Blessings
*Doxology
*Benediction & Sending Forth

*Song of Sending Forth

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

UMH 95

UMH 196

Isaiah 63:7-10; 64:1-4 (CEB)

I will recount the Lord’s faithful acts;

I will sing the Lord’s praises,

because of all the Lord did for us,

for God’s great favor toward the house of
Israel.

God treated them compassionately

and with deep affection.

8 God said, “Truly, they are my people,
children who won’t do what is wrong.”
God became their savior.

? During all their distress, God also was

distressed,
so a messenger who served him saved

them.

In love and mercy God redeemed them,
lifting and carrying them throughout earlier

times.

19 Byt they rebelled,
and made God’s holy spirit terribly sad,
so that he turned into their enemy—
he fought against them!

64 If only you would tear open the heavens
and come down!
Mountains would quake before you

like fire igniting brushwood or making
water boil.

If you would make your name known to your
enemies,

the nations would tremble in your

presence.

2

3 When you accomplished wonders beyond all
our expectations;

when you came down, mountains quaked
before you.
4 From ancient times,

no one has heard,

no ear has perceived,

no eye has seen any god but you

who acts on behalf of those who wait for
him!



Mark 13:24-27, 31-37 (CEB)

24“In those days, after the suffering of that time, the sun will become dark, and the moon won’t
give its light. 23 The stars will fall from the sky, and the planets and other heavenly bodies will be
shaken. 26 Then they will see the Human One coming in the clouds with great power and
splendor. 2’ Then he will send the angels and gather together his chosen people from the four
corners of the earth, from the end of the earth to the end of heaven.

31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will certainly not pass away.

32 “But nobody knows when that day or hour will come, not the angels in heaven and not the Son.
Only the Father knows. 3 Watch out! Stay alert! You don’t know when the time is coming. 3*1t is
as 1f someone took a trip, left the household behind, and put the servants in charge, giving each
one a job to do, and told the doorkeeper to stay alert. 3° Therefore, stay alert! You don’t know
when the head of the household will come, whether in the evening or at midnight, or when the
rooster crows in the early morning or at daybreak. *¢ Don’t let him show up when you weren’t
expecting and find you sleeping. 3" What I say to you, I say to all: Stay alert!”



