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Message from the Pastor
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
Did you ever hear the advice, “Never put a period where God has
placed a comma?” It’s always been one of my favorite insights because
it reminds us to be patient and see how things will unfold next. It’s easy
to do when everything is going our way, but when we have that series of
years or months that just seem to be one challenge after another. Those
times where we can’t even catch our breath? That’s when we start
trying to put endings, where God is putting new beginnings.
Throughout the month of September in worship, we will be exploring a
sermon series I’m calling, “The Rest of the Story.” A chance to remind
ourselves that we are not the only ones who gave up, couldn’t find
hope, or felt all was once lost. In fact, most of the stories in the Bible
reveal God’s unique and wondrous way of seeing creation, when the
humans in the story saw nothing good at all.
Jeremiah, Timothy, and Jesus himself all provide powerful reminders
that God is not prone to giving up on us and so, perhaps, we should not
give up on us either! In Jeremiah 18 we are told, “The vessel he was
making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into
another vessel, as seemed good to him.” The potter does not give up on
the clay just because it failed to take the intended shape. No! The potter
works the clay until something good is formed.
God is our potter and we are the clay. I’m not much of a sculptor or
potter, but I do remember enough from my 8th grade art class that if clay
dries up it is not workable. In our journey as disciples, I wonder if we
should worry a little less about our shape and instead invest in ensuring
we are workable clay? In art class we used a wet sponge to maintain the
moisture of the clay. In life what are the spiritual waters you need to let
God work in you?

As your pastor I am always trying to ensure that Mayo UMC is one of
the places you can refresh yourself with spiritual water through
worship, fellowship, and meaningful small groups. What will you
absorb this month? Do not be discouraged, do not give up on yourself
or the world, do not quit! Keep yourself workable and wait for God to
share the rest of the story.
Peace, love, and joy,
Pastor Amanda

Living Well:
Healthy,
Wholistic, Living
for Heart, Mind,
Body and Soul
This new small group is a place to seek support for healthy
living. Here you can find those who will celebrate your joys
and successes and lament your losses and challenges.
Whether you are dealing with grief, weight, exercise,
chronic pain, injury recovery, aging, life changes, or just
struggling with the state of the world, this is the place to
seek comfort and renewal! We will spend time in devotion,
intentional listening, and prayer. Each group will meet for
around one hour.
Two meetings each month:
2nd Thursdays @ 10 AM beginning Sept 8 and
3rd Wednesdays 6:30 PM beginning September 21

A steward is one who has been entrusted to care for, look out for, and
manage another’s property. In our discipleship journey that “property” are
the gifts we receive from God in all their wonder. Our first instruction as
stewards was when God created the world and humanity was given stewardship over all living things. Being a “good steward” can mean so many
things in our lives. How we use our time, our abilities, our resources, and
more is all a part of stewardship.
This month consider the stewardship of time. It is the most finite gift
we are given from God because once it has been used or spent it cannot be
recovered. It is gone. Therefore, we should be giving careful attention to
how we spend our time as disciples. We encourage you to spend time in
prayer, alone and with your family, asking God how God would have you
use your time this month.
September has 30 days, which means there are 720 hours or 43, 200
minutes that God will give you in the entire month. What will be your
budget for time? What will you chose? What will you resist? What will you
let go? Who or what will be your priority? May God’s grace and wisdom
guide you in your stewardship this month.

Blessings,
Mayo UMC Finance Team

September Stewardship Challenge
Spend one hour more than typical in either prayer,
witness, service, or ministry presence.

First Sunday (of the month) Combined Worship
Continues @ 9:15 AM
September 4
October 2
November 6
December 4
*****************************************************
Greetings From the Music Director

NOTES

I hope you are enjoying the music from
the newly repaired organ!
Pastor Amanda and I are working on the
logistics of continuing a time for singing,
and rehearsing with the bell choir.

For our congregants who enjoy singing, there is good news! Cindy
Hardesty, the music director at Galesville UMC, has invited us and singers
from Davidsonville UMC to join with her choir in singing a Christmas
Cantata. I was impressed with the Cantata they performed last year and
look forward to this years selection.
Please let me know if you are interested in joining us for the 2022
Cantata, to be held December 11.
There will be no Singing Time September 18 or September 25 as I will
be away. Linda Bischoff will be filling in for me on those Sundays.

Pastor’s Bible Study
Tuesdays at 6:30PM

In person and via Zoom

September 6
September 13
September 20
September 28

We will be using:
Proverbs-Pathways to Wisdom
By: Dominick S. Hernandez
Available online through Amazon
Ccpy and paste the link
https://www.amazon.com/Proverbs-Pathways-toWisdom/dp/1501894293

LADIES LUNCHEON
Come join us and enjoy the
beautiful views of the South River
This month we’re gathering at
The Pier Waterfront Bar and Grill
48 South River Road
Edgewater, MD 21037
at Noon on Wednesday, September 7, 2022
RSVP to Pastor Amanda by September 6.

Sunday School Returns!
Sunday, September 11
Adults @ 9:15 AM
Children during 10:15 worship
service

Outreach News
A big Thank you to all who helped with the Back to School
Project. Backpacks have been delivered to the schools for the
sponsored students. We hope they all have a very successful school
year.

Backpack Buddies Program

The outreach committee has started the Backpack Buddies Program for
this school year. We are again sponsoring students at both Mayo and
Central Elementary. This program provides weekend
food for students in need. The church works with the
guidance counselors, who identify the students for
the program. Counselors disperse the food to the
children at school weekly. We are beginning to
collect nonperishable individual servings of food for
the program.
This month we are seeking donations of:
Chef Boyardee Ravioli, Beefaroni and Spaghetti.
We go through a lot of food each week as we support the students.
Donations are needed and greatly appreciated.

It’s Breakfast tIme!

Saturday, September 17th
@ 8AM
In the fellowship hall

CHURCH NIGHT OUT
* Dinner on the Deck overlooking South River
*Evening views *Pleasant conversation
*Seafood
Just a few of the things you’ll enjoy
when you join us
Monday, September 19th
At 6:00 PM
Mike’s Restaurant & Crab House
3030 Riva Road
Riva, MD
RSVP by Sunday, September 18th

Dinner and Discussion
with Pastor Amanda
Sunday, September 25th
@ 5:00 PM

Paul’s Journeys
Who was Paul?
Where did he live and travel?
When did he live and write?
Join Pastor Amanda to explore your questions about Paul the
great evangelist and author of 2/3 of the New Testament!

The Red Cross Blood Drive
held in the fellowship hall on
Monday, August 15 was a huge
success.
Thank you to those who donated
AND to those who donated their

POLLINATOR GARDEN COMING SOON!
By Susan Lanier

I recently decided I needed to do more to help the local environment God has
provided. I am working to become a Watershed Steward thru the Watershed
Stewards Academy (www.aawsa.org). These stewards help educate citizens on
controlling stormwater runoff, by planting pollinator gardens among other
solutions.
A pollinator garden has native plants that support local pollinators such as
birds, bees, butterflies, and other insects important to the food web. Pollinators
need native plants for their food, shelter, and habitat essential for raising their
young. For instance, butterfly larvae (caterpillars) need specific plants to survive.
Monarchs must have milkweed. The monarch butterfly can eat nectar from many
different flowers, but their larvae can only survive on milkweed, while Zebra
Swallowtail butterflies can only survive on the pawpaw tree.
Native gardens also absorb rainwater effectively. The Chesapeake Bay suffers
from stormwater runoff from lawns, agricultural practices and deforestation. Rain
carries pesticides, soil, pet waste, and other pollutants into rivers, streams, and the
bay. Planting native gardens is one way to help keep stormwater from leaving our
yards and reaching the bay.
Mayo UMC and Mayo Nursery School have granted me permission to plant
two gardens. They will be near and in front of the nursery school. I have received a
grant from Unity Gardens (www.unitygardens.org) to purchase native plants.
The pollinator garden will be installed on Sunday, September 25th, directly
following the 10:15 AM worship service. I will need volunteers to help with
planting and assisting in other ways. I will also need volunteers to help maintain
and weed the gardens starting next spring and into the future. If you would like to
help with this project, please let me know when you see me at church or email me
at: laniers478@gmail.com.

Please remember Elinor Marie Sapp, her parents Sara and Ben
Sapp, and her grandparents, Thomas and Cherie Jockel in your
prayers.
Pray she continues to grow stronger everyday.
Remember our shut-ins:
Doris Haschert
Leila Youngren
If you have someone you would like to be includ ed here please email
(mayoumcmd@gmail.com) or (mayopastoramanda@gmail.com)
Or call the church office @ 410.798.6110

October 2-World Communion Day
October 9-Bell Choir Begins
November 5-Ham & Oyster Dinner
November 6-All Saints’ Day Celebration
*FRIENDLY REMINDER*
Mayo Connect submissions are due by noon Thursday, September 15th to be
included in the October issue of Mayo Connect.
Please submit your information by emailing to mayoumcmd@gmail.com.
THANK YOU!

What’s Happening at Mayo UMC
in September
Sunday, September 4, 2022
One Joint Church Service @ 9:15 AM
Monday, September 4, 2022
Church Office Closed
Tuesday, September 6 @ 6:30 PM
Bible Study-In person and via Zoom
Wednesday, September 7@ 12 Noon
Ladies Luncheon @ The Pier Waterfront Bar and Grill
Thursday, September 8 @ 10 AM
Living Well: Healthy Holistic Living for Heart Mind Body & Soul
Sunday, September 11@ 9 AM
Singing Hour
Sunday, September 11
Sunday School Returns
Adults @9:15 AM
Children @10:15 AM during worship
Saturday, September 17th @ 8 AM
Church Breakfast
Monday, September 19th @ 6 PM
Church night out-Mike’s Restaurant & Crab House
Tuesday, September 21, 2022 @ 6:30 PM
Living Well: Healthy Holistic Living for Heart Mind Body & Soul
Sunday, September 25 @ 5 PM
Dinner and Discussion with Pastor Amanda

