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Message from the Pastor
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
March is upon us and with it comes the liturgical (or church) season of
Lent. Lent is a 40 day season, not counting the Sundays, that, like Advent, is
set aside for a renewed dedication and expression of our faith. This year for the
season of Lent I am using a theme of “Filled to the Brim” designed by
Sanctified Art. I was drawn to the theme because it focused on tapping into the
living waters of love and grace that flow abundantly from God through our
lives. It sounded restoring, refreshing, comforting, and life-giving...all things I
am seeking right now, and I imagine I’m not alone.
The Lenten season begins with a holy day called Ash Wednesday. Most of
us recognize it as the day that we walk around with the mark of the cross on
our forehead in ashes, but what does the day mean for you? Traditionally it is
set aside as a day of confession and repentance. I know what you’re thinking,
“No thank you! That sounds like such a downer. Just count me out!” And I can
understand and relate to those feelings, but I also know that those feelings
come from us and are not why God desired us to confess and repent.
The act of confession and repentance was not meant to be about shame,
guilt, and punishment. They were meant to be a holy connection with God
setting us free from denial and the burdens of sin and brokenness we carry
around. They were meant to be about relief, release, comfort, and healing.
Picture if you will a wooden splinter in one of your fingers. It isn’t a severe
wound, but it hurts, it bothers, and left unhealed it will likely become infected,
causing greater health concerns. However, when the splinter is deep you can’t
just pull it out. Often it has to be dug out using such lovely items as a needle
and tweezers. It can hurt to remove the splinter. We often need the help of
another person. Usually at some point we consider just giving up and leaving it
behind.
To my mind, sin is the splinter and Ash Wednesday is the needle and
tweezers. It isn’t that confession and repentance is comfortable or easy, but
they are needed if true healing is to happen in our hearts, minds, bodies and
souls. And we often need the help of others, which is why we worship on Ash
Wednesday as a community.

Two of the readings assigned to Ash Wednesday are from Joel and
Matthew. The prophet Joel invites us to “return to the [Lord] with fasting,
weeping, and mourning.” He also reminds us to “return to the Lord your
God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding
in love…” Yes! Do not return because you are afraid of God, but return,
rededicate your life to God, because you know God will respond with
love and compassion.
In Matthew, Jesus preaches against hypocrisy in how we pray, fast,
and give. What I hear in that sermon? Come as you are! Ash Wednesday,
and Lent, isn’t about being good or perfect. It’s a time to let the hot mess
we are, our most broken pieces, hang out for all to see and invite God and
our community of believers to respond with love and compassion. We
literally mark ourselves to show the world, “Yes, I am a sinner. Yes, I am
broken. Yes, I trust in God.”
So let us not hold back this season of Lent. Lets come as we are,
mess and all. Lets take the risk to stand vulnerable before God and each
other. Lets give God the chance to fill us to the brim with love, grace,
forgiveness, and redemption!
Peace, hope, and love,
Pastor Amanda

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES
Wednesday, March 2, 2022
Ash & Dash: 7- 10 am
Pop into the parking lot and Pastor Amanda will come out to
provide ashes and prayer. Then you can dash off to work, school,
or whatever else you have planned for the day.

Noon Service of Ashes and Communion: 12 pm
Simplified service that should be around 30-35 minutes.
Traditional Ash Wednesday Service with Communion: 7 pm
Traditional service with music, prayer, scripture and sermon.
Theme: Come As You Are!
That’s right! Just bring exactly who you are and then invite God to
be at work in your life!

UMW Christmas Lunch
RSVP by Mon. Nov 29

UMW Lunch Out
Monday, March 7th @ Noon
Killarney House
584 Central Ave.
Davidsonville, MD

Join the ladies of Mayo UMC for lunch out
together! Lots of fun and great food.
RSVP by March 6th to Pastor Amanda.

When we join the church we promise to support the church with our
prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness. Too often we
minimize the true nature of stewardship by reducing it to the offering plate.
The scriptural idea of stewardship goes back to the beginning of
creation when God made humans the stewards of all living things.
Stewardship truly recognizes that all blessings come from God and we
should use those blessings to love others in gratitude for all God has given
to us.
When Jesus performs miracles in the gospel he always begins by
praying to God first. Let us take this to heart this month and begin our
stewardship with prayer. Before we act, let us pray. Praising God for all our
blessings, recognizing our need for God to guide us in our stewardship, and
seeking the power of God to flow through us and into the world.
Stewardship Challenge for March:
How are you supporting the church with
your prayers? Consider praying for the
United Methodist denomination, our
local congregation of Mayo UMC, or
choose a different person of the church
to hold in prayer each day. You do not
need to know the outcome of prayer to
know that it matters in our lives!
Peace and blessings,
The Finance Team

We pack 28 food bags a week.
Can you help?
The Outreach Committee continues to support the Backpack Buddies program for this school year, sponsoring 9 students at Mayo Elementary and
19 students at Central Elementary. This program provides weekend food
for students in need of food assistance. The church works with the guidance counselors, who identify the students for the program and disperse
the food to the children at school weekly. This month, we are seeking donations of tuna and Vienna Sausages. We go through a lot of food each
week supporting these 28 students. Donations are needed and greatly appreciated! A BIG THANK YOU to those who have donated items in February.

MUMC Church Breakfast
Saturday, March 19th:
Church Breakfast
(Fellowship Hall / 8:00 AM)
Saturday, April 16th:
Church Breakfast
(Fellowship Hall / 8:00 AM)

Tuesday, March 1st @ 6:30PM
Join us for a fun night of fellowship and feasting
as we celebrate the beginning of Lent!
Free with a free-will offering.

Church Night Out

Monday, March 21st @ 6PM
Killarney House
584 Central Ave.
Davidsonville, MD
RSVP by Sunday March 20th

Lenten Bible Study

Tuesdays @6:30pm Beginning March 8th
“Speak A Word” by Bishop LaTrelle Easterling.
Scripture, prayer and poetry, moment of reflection, and
hymns to draw us closer to God in the season of Lent!
Free pdf available from Pastor Amanda or at
https://www.bwcumc.org/resources/lent-2022/
Available in person and on zoom

Lenten Challenge:
40 Day Food Drive
At Mayo UMC we have a current missional focus on food scarcity in our
community. Our church leaders and pastor will help guide the congregation over the
next two years to explore a broad range of issues around the reasons and solutions for
food scarcity in our local community. During Lent many people choose to give
something up as part of their spiritual practice. Please consider taking on something new
to help feed people in our local area. 40 Foods in 40 Days!
We will be providing bags or you can use your own. Feel free to bring the items
weekly or as part of your Easter Sunday celebration. All items will be donated to local
food banks and pantries or Backpack Buddies. (Note: When considering size or type of
product, purchase what you would for your own home. This will create a good variety to
serve many different types of persons.)
1. Peanut Butter
2. Jelly (low sugar)
3. Canned Meal
4. Canned Chicken
1st Sunday of Lent
5. Pasta
6. Canned Spaghetti Sauce
7. Cereal (low sugar)
8. Oatmeal
9. Canned Green Beans (low salt)
10. Canned Fruit (low sugar)
2nd Sunday of Lent
11. Canned Carrots (low salt)
12. Applesauce (low sugar)
13. Rice
14. Dried Beans
15. Canned/Pouch Tuna
16. Juice
3rd Sunday of Lent
17. Flour
18. Sugar
19. Macaroni and Cheese
20. Hearty Soup (low salt)
21. Chicken Noodle Soup

22. Boxed Meal
4th Sunday of Lent
23. Canned Corn (low salt)
24. Baked Beans
25. Granola/Protein Bars
26. Water
27. Coffee
28. Toilet Paper
5th Sunday of Lent
29. Pop Tarts
30. Instant Mashed Potatoes
31. Iced or Hot Tea Bags
32. Crackers
33. Cornbread/Muffin Mix
34. Juice Boxes
Palm/Passion Sunday
35. Protein Drink (ex. Ensure)
36. Tooth Brush
37. Toothpaste
38. Bath Soap
39. Shampoo
40. Deodorant
Easter Sunday

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
We would like to celebrate your special days with you!
Please email the church office at
mayoumcmd@gmail.com
with your birthday & anniversary dates so that you
may be featured in the next mayo connection! We don’t
need the year unless you want to include it. This information is for celebrating with the church family only
and will not be used for any other purpose.

*FRIENDLY REMINDER*
Monthly Newsletter Submissions are due the 3rd Thursday
of each month. Please be sure to submit your information by
emailing mayoumcmd@gmail.com by March 17th by noon.
Annual Events should be submitted as soon as possible!!

Mayo UMC follows Anne Arundel
County Schools to determine when
to close or cancel events. If schools
are closed, so is the Mayo UMC
office and all events for that day will
be cancelled or rescheduled. If
schools are closed early, then
evening activities are cancelled.
Virtual events will only be
cancelled if there is a power outage.

What’s Happening at Mayo UMC this month...
Sundays @ 9 AM
Bell Choir Rehearsals & Adult Sunday School
Tuesday, March 1st @ 6:30 PM
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner
Wednesday, March 2nd
Ash Wednesday Services
Tuesdays @ 6:30 PM
Lenten Bible Study (begins March 8th)
Monday, March 7th @ 12 PM
UMW Lunch Out - Killarney House
Saturday, March 19th @ 8 AM
MUMC Church Breakfast - Fellowship Hall
Monday, March 21 @ 6 PM
Church Night Out - Killarney House
Coming in April
Easter Eggs - April 3-4th, 9am - Noon (or done)
Easter Egg Hunt - April 9th
Holy Week (Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Easter) - April 10-17th
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Those in Need of Prayer
Prayers and sympathy for the friends and families of:
Pam Ebersole
Betty Pell
Please continue to pray for our shut-ins,
Doris Haschert
Leila Youngren

If you have someone you would like listed on the
long-term prayer list,
please submit their name to the church office
(mayoumcmd@gmail.com)
or call 410.798.6110 and leave a voice message by the
15th for
inclusion in the next newsletter. If you would like to

